
 
	

	
 
 Gathering Meditation — 

 
“The Trinity establishes God as community. Jesus Christ revealed the Trinity to us. 
God wished to share with humanity and with the entire creation his own 
community life in the person of Jesus Christ. Our life is a shared life in the Trinity.” 

 
— Cammilus Lyimo, African Christian Spirituality  

 
 



First Presbyterian Church 
May 27, 2018  •  10:00 a.m.  

 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
 

We Gather to Worship God 
 
Prelude  “In the Garden” — Jay Rouse  Mark Cole, organ 

 
Lighting the Christ Candle  

Leader: We gather as Christ’s people. 
People: May his light guide us in our worship and service. 
 

Words of Praise  
Leader: In the beginning, before time, before people, before the world began, 
People: God was. 
Leader: Here and now, among us, beside us, clearer than air, closer than breathing, 
People: God is. 
Leader: In all that is to come, when all has been completed and made right, 
People: God will be. 
Leader: Not despairing the earth, but delighting in it, not condemning the world, but redeeming it, 

through Jesus Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit: 
ALL: God was, God is, God will be. Amen. 

 
* Hymn of Praise (insert)  “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!” 
 
Children’s Message  

 
Words of Welcome 
 
Call to Confession   

 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 

Holy triune God, you have called us children of God and heirs of Christ. But we have not lived 
as your children. We have turned our backs on you and your creation. We have not followed 
where your Spirit leads us. And so we cry out to you, saying Father! Forgive us! Save us from 
our ignorance, hatred, and greed. Reveal your sacred Spirit that is hidden in our fragile human 
hearts. Cause your love to shine through us this day. We pray in the name of your son Jesus, 
who gave his life for us. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. 

 
* Response Verse 3 of hymn #229, “From All That Dwell Below the Skies” 

Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; Eternal truth attends Thy word;  
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, till suns shall rise and set no more.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
* Sharing the Peace (Let us bless one another with the peace of Christ.) 

Leader: The peace of Christ be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 

 
 
 



 
 

We Listen to the Word 
 
Prayer for Illumination (sung in unison)  

Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me; spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 
Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me. Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me. 

 
First Scripture Lesson  John 3:1-17 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn of Preparation (insert)  “All Glory Be to God on High” 
 
Second Scripture Lesson (insert)  Romans 8:9-17 

Leader: The word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon “Debtors and Heirs” Chelsea Williams 
 
  We Respond in Faith 
 
* Affirmation of Faith from A Brief Statement of Faith 

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. But we rebel against God; we hide from our 
Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to 
our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem 
creation. Loving us still, God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will 
not forsake her nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is 
faithful still. Amen. 

 
Prayers for the People and the Lord’s Prayer   
 
Offering   

Offertory  “Allegro Commodo” — Ludwig van Beethoven 
 Barry Wilhjelm and Benjamin Taylor, clarinet 
 

*Doxology 
*Prayer of Dedication 

 
We Go Forth into the World 

 
* Hymn of Dedication (insert)  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
* Benediction and People’s Amen 
 
Postlude  “O Worship the King” — Brian Buda  Mark Cole, organ 

(The congregation is invited to be seated to listen to the Postlude) 
 
    
    *  Those who are able, please stand  
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You are invited to become a part of the First Presbyterian Church family! If you’re interested in discovering 
more about this congregation, please contact Bill Getman at 856-429-1960 or bgetman@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
The flowers you see in worship are donated by church members in memory of or in honor of loved ones. If 
you would like to honor someone in this way, please contact Betsy Anderson, esa1012@aol.com. 
 
Large print Bibles and hymnals are available in the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 
A fully accessible restroom is available near the rear of the Sanctuary. 
 
Our morning worship is live-streamed each Sunday and is accessible at www.haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
A pulse oximeter and automated external defibrillator are available in the hallway between the Sanctuary and 
the Parlor. 
 

Church Hours 
 

Sunday Worship Time During the Summer 
10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall

Church Building Hours: 
Monday through Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Saturday, Closed 

Sunday, 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Our Vision Statement 
OUR VISION – 
 Hearts Open to Christ — Doors Opening to His World 
 
OUR MISSION – 
 First Presbyterian Church is a home for your heart.  We honor and care for all people, acting as 
family in Christ. We are open and welcoming, supporting all people wherever they are in their faith 
journey.  We provide opportunities for spiritual growth and fellowship through worship, study and 
prayer.  We reach out beyond our walls to share the good news of Christ’s redeeming power and to help 
those in need in our community and our world. 


